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Quote of the Month:  
The good life is one inspired by love and guided by knowledge ~ Bertrand Russell 

Sunday, December 11th 
Dari School Picnic - Roma Street Parklands (10:00am till 4:00pm) 

Sunday, December 18th 
QACA and AfSA End of Year Event - Sandgate Town Hall (4:30 pm - 
9:30pm) 

Dari Language classes - will resume on the 29th of January 

Events coming up…

QACA President 
Dr Rashid Mohmood

I am pleased 
for the 
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QACA will be holding events in the future so make sure you become members and like 
the Facebook page to stay updated! @qldafghancommunity

Update on the Dari School…

As you all should be aware, 
the Queensland Afghan 
Community Association 
(QACA) helps organise and 
support the running of the 
Dari School in Holland Park 
State School every Sunday. 
These classes are for anyone 
who is interested in learning 
Dari language. The age range 
of the students are from 5 all 
the way to 40. There are two 
main classes, for the 
youngsters and for the older 
people - who are more 
familiar with Dari. 

A predominant focus is made on 
writing and reading, as that seems to 
be the main issue. Already, with the 
Dari School having only re-started in 
October, students who have 
attended these classes have shown 
great results in their reading and 
writing. Thanks to the amazing 
teachers who have inspired and

motivated the students to 
learn such beautiful language. 
In celebration of these results, 
a Picnic will be held on the 
11th of December at the 
Roma Street Parklands! 
Further details are on the 
QACA Facebook page, so 
bring your friends and family 
along!  
The school’s year has ended 
and will re-commence on the 
29th of January 2017. If you 
would like to be apart of this, 
please email: 
qldafghancommunity@gmail.com

The QACA management 
board has worked hard on 
implementing the plans for 
building the Afghan 
Cultural Centre, named 
‘Afghan House’. The 
building of this has many 
benefits; to facilitate the 
interest of social welfare, 
to advance education, 
maintain traditional afghan 
conducts and as a cultural 
and islamic worship facility. 
Also, to provide 
recreational, sports and 
other leisure and other 
activities without 
discrimination of ethnicity, 
gender, race, political 
religious or other opinion. 
These efforts are just the 
next phase of a larger and 
longer effort needed for 
our community. It is 
important to keep and 
preserve our precious 
culture, succeed to 
delivering our aim and fulfil 
our job towards the future 
generation. I look forward 
to the future as we put 
these plans to practice and 
make this vision reality. 
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Bamiyan Buddhas -  
Bamiyan Valley
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Treasures of Afghanistan

Editor: Aryana Mohmood

As well as the physical structures of Afghanistan, Afghans 
themselves achieve and hold values that are ‘treasure-like’ as well. 
Mariam Veiszadeh is an in-house lawyer, keynote speaker, 
community rights advocate, opinion writer, pro-Islam campaigner 
and Twitter personality. She was born in Kabul, Afghanistan during 
the Soviet War in 1984. Around the same time, her family had to 
flee Afghanistan and in 1988, they travelled to many places before 
finally settling. They migrated to India then Czech Republic, 
followed by Germany and finally they were granted asylum in Australia in 1991. She 
enrolled into school in Australia immediately and started a completely new and 
different life. She says within the Welcome to Australia Campaign: “as I reflect on my 
humble beginnings it is still unbelievable to think that I arrived in Australia as a shy 7 
year old who couldn’t speak a word of English.” Mariam states that she is grateful for 
the opportunities that Australia has provided for her; her mission now being promote 
multiculturalism and challenge prejudices that politicians often put forward about 
people from diverse backgrounds.  

Afghan Role Model…

Afghanistan’s colourful history has strains of Buddhist and Hindu influences, while the impact 
of Islam has remained very dominant. Recent years have been harsh and many significant 
monuments of the past have been lost; such as the two giant statues of Buddha in Bamiyan. In 
central Afghanistan, carved on the side of sandstone cliffs in the Bamiyan Valley, once stood 
monumental statues of buddhas. The buddhas stood 35 and 53 meters tall representing 
Gandhara art. The buddhas stood strong for thousands of years with the first one being built 
in 507 CE. Bamiyan lies on the Silk Road which has been known historically for the route that 
linked the Chinese market to the rest of the world. Bamiyan was home to several monasteries 

occupied by communities of monks. It was an area that 
thrived with diversity in philosophy, art and religion.  
The monks form the local monasteries carved small caves in 
the side of the Bamiyan cliffs in which they would live in 
and meditate. When the Chinese Buddhist pilgrim 
Xuanzang visited the site in 630 AD he described Bamiyan 
as a flourishing Buddhist centre with “over ten monasteries 
and more than a thousand monks,” also noting that the 
Buddhas were decorated with gold and fine jewels. 
Bamiyan remained a religious site for Buddhists from the 
2nd century up until the 2nd half of the 7th century and 
continued to share the Gandhara culture up until it was 

The Lost Treasures… 

conquered in the 9th century.  
The Bamiyan Buddhas were once the largest examples of standing Buddha carvings in the 
world. Along with the surrounding cultural landscapes and archeological remains, 
UNESCO listed the Bamiyan Valley as a World Heritage Site. Some have regarded the site 
as one of the most famous cultural landmarks in the region. Although very little is known 
about who assigned the building of the Bamiyan Buddhas or the sculptors who carved 
them, the monumental sculptures have amazed both Buddhist and non-Buddhists for over 
a thousand years and the site will now forever be a part of Afghanistan’s history. 

By Anar Gul Amini


