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M E S S A G E  F R O M  
T H E  Q A C A  
P R E S I D E N T

DR RASHID MOHMOOD

QACA PRESIDENT

Dear Friends, a year ago I said that we had had a year of significance. I 

need to say it again – 2018 was a year of major significance! I think we 

are through the cross roads which we referenced last year and are now 

at the very early stages of a better road ahead. There was a good bit of 

activity for the 2018 – 2019 financial year. 

 

 We seem to be doing better in every way this year. The close of the 

financial year left us with no deficit despite of major events as the Eid 

celebration, International Women's Day event and the Nowruz festival. 

In our last year we saw around 2000 people attend our programs.

The role of our youth was significant and their equal partnership in 

decision making was very practical and has had strong impacts on our 

community and attendees. We are grateful to the people who 

contribute and donate to us; they are our amazing long term 

supporters.

 

A very special vote of thanks to our members and volunteers who 

contribute their time and energy so willingly. This includes the 

thoughtful and skilled board of directors who have been instrumental 

in providing the guidance to lead. We have successfully completed the 

process of The Australian Charity Registration through the Australian 

Charities and Not-for-profits Comission (ACNC), sanction registration 

with the Queensland office of Fair Trading and most importantly with 

the Australian Taxation Office (ATO) for deductible Gift recipients (DGR). 

 

We were able to secure the Inala community hall for our regular social 

activities for this financial year,  however the location and of the centre 

was out of reach for the community in this occasion

 

We have also concentrated to continue to grow and thrive.  The Board 

will continue to look ahead to identify the challenges we already know 

about and being vigilant for new ones. All with a focus on maintaining 

and strengthening of our community.



FUTURE GOALS
The Queensland Afghan Community

Association (QACA) continues to grow day

by day through the work of our board

members who sacrifice their time and are

committed to creating a sense of

belonging and harmony among all

community members. Through our

events, we have created a sense of trust,

respect and a safe space for people to

celebrate, connect with the community

and share experiences; however, we aim

to develop this further through having an

Afghan community house. It is true a

house or building cannot solve the many

challenges a community faces but it will,

however, create a sense of unity and help

preserve our Afghan culture. Indeed, this

is a long term goal which cannot be

completed without the  support of the

Afghan community.      

THROUGH  OUR  EVENTS

AND  PROJECTS  WE  AIM

TO  ADDRESS  THE  NEEDS

OF  THE  COMMUNITY .
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WHO  WE  ARE

The Queensland Afghan Community

Association (QACA) is a not-for-profit

association established in 1992 by Dr

Rasta, a heart surgeon at Prince Charles

Hospital. Today, Dr Rasta’s legacy

continues through the work of our board

members who are committed to seeing

QACA grow day by day and creating a

sense of belonging and harmony among

our community members. We aim to: 

 

foster social cohesion and unity among

the Afghan community;

preserve our Afghan cultural heritage;

support newly-arrived Afghan migrants;

provide resources for Afghan members;

inform and educate other cultural

communities and the wider Australian

community of Afghan cultural values,

customs; 

respect Australian laws and culture and  

participate in Australia’s development

and democratic processes.

 

Importantly, QACA is non-political, non-

racial, non-ethnical, non- regional, non-

lingual association. We are representative

and inclusive of all Afghan ethnic groups

and demographics including women,

youth and elders.

QACA  ALSO  AIMS  TO  PROMOTE

AFGHAN  CULTURE  AND

UNDERSTANDING  OF  ITS  VALUES

AMONG  THE  WIDER  COMMUNITY

IN  QUEENSLAND .  MANY  PEOPLE

ASSOCIATE  AFGHANISTAN  WITH

THE  CONTINUING  CONFLICT  IN

THE  COUNTRY  BUT  THROUGH

OUR  EVENTS ,  WE  AIM  TO

EXPOSE  PEOPLE  OF  ALL

DIFFERENT  BACKGROUNDS  TO

THE  BEAUTY  OF  OUR  CULTURE

AND  COMBAT  NEGATIVE

STEREOTYPES .
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CURRENT MANAGEMENT
2019 EXECUTIVE MEMBERS

Dr Rashid

Mohmood
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Rahim Panah Najibullah Azizi Mohammad Naiem

Sujad

Hafiza Azami Ghayoor Lateef Modabera Popal Wahid Popal

Madina Mohmood Aryana Mohmood



YOUTH
COMMITTEE

 

The younger generation are the

future of our society and our

association. They symbolise hope

for a better tomorrow and provide

strength to our communities. Their

role in the community cannot be

undermined as they represent

modern progressive values, which

are closely linked to the values of

this association. 

 

THE YOUNG 

 GENERATION ARE OUR

HOPE FOR THE FUTURE.
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A youth committee was established

this year comprised of Afghan

youth from various backgrounds

and walks of life, with an aim to

advocate progressive principles of

social justice, equality, greater

cooperation among all community

members and participation.

Members for 2019 include: Madina

Mohmood, Aryana Mohmood,

Mohammad Asif Karimi, Samira

Nazar, Mursel Azami, Zohal Azami,

Sadia Azizi, and Sulaimon Popal. 



Our events aim to

create connection,

unity and impact.

Our events don't simply celebrate particular days of cultural

significance, we aim to create a safe space for the whole

community - Afghans and non-Afghans - to interact, educate

and learn. 

 



INTERNATIONAL
WOMEN 'S  DAY
CELEBRATION  

In collaboration with the Iranian Society of Queensland

(ISQ), we celebrated International Women’s Day for 2019

to reflect on the milestones women in the community

made and also look to the next actions required to

achieve equality for women in all cultural backgrounds.

The voices of women from Afghan, Iranian and other

cultural backgrounds were amplified as they told their

stories of struggle, fear and strength. 

 

The event theme, ‘Stronger Together’, sent a positive

and necessary sentiment to the 200 guests who

attended the evening. The night was not only a

celebration of the achievements and contribution that

women have made to their communities, it was a

recognition of their struggles and challenges  
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Panel discussion at the International Women's Day

celebration.

they faced in their personal and professional lives. The

panel discussion, led by Madina Mohmood, comprised

of women from an Afghan, Iranian, and South Pacific

Islander backgrounds, spoke about the unique

adversities they each faced and their method of

reconciling their struggles, but exemplified the

similarities in their purpose and way of life.

 

The night prioritised women’s voices and it was also an

opportunity to showcase the cultural and artistic talents

from both our communities through musical and dance

performances, poetry performance and an art

exhibition. Through this event we aimed to inspire the

next generation of trailblazing and courageous women.



QACA presented our first annual Nowruz

Multicultural Festival: One Festival, Many Nations. A

music, dance and cultural spectacular which

celebrated the creative talents and rich cultures of

our diverse communities. 

 

In collaboration with the Iranian Society of

Queensland, the Queensland Afghan Community

Association brought this widely-celebrated event

to Brisbane for the very first time. Participants

experienced the historical traditions and cultural

heritage associated with this special occassion

that has been celebrated for over 3,000 years and

took part in a number of workshops and activities.  

NOWRUZ
MULTICULTURAL
FESTIVAL  

Attendees had the opportunity to watch a

range of cultural dance performances, musical

performances, try unique cultural food and

drinks, see cultural handicrafts and art in the

exhibition hall and more importantly,

celebrate the new year with the diverse

communities living in Australia. This

celebration aimed to expose the wider

Australian community to the beauty of a

diverse range of cultures. With a lineup of

spectacular cultural performances from:

Afghanistan, Iran, Syria, Japan, Latin America,

South Pacific Islander, and India, the event was

a hit for everyone. 



EID-AL  FITR
CELEBRATION

This year, we dedicated our Eid

celebration to all those living away from

their homeland; a celebration of their

journeys and talents. This event was all

about coming together as a community to

understand and celebrate the experiences

of Afghans and migrants from all

backgrounds - their setbacks, resilience,

their sacrifices and successes. A special

segment on the night was 'Stories of

Homeland', where audiences listened to

heartfelt and beautiful stories from

members of their Afghan community. 

 

A photo exhibition was made with the

numerous stories and images that were

submitted, and four special stories were

read on stage. This youth-led event was

enjoyable for all families and we ended

the night with our Afghan traditional

dance (attan).   

QACA invited all families and friends to celebrate Eid al-Fitr 2019 and 

enjoy a beautiful night filled with musical performances, poetry, 

story-telling, a photo exhibition, games and delicious cultural food 

organised by the QACA youth committee.



QACA is committed

to building a

community centre

for the Afghan

community of

Queensland.

Alone we can do so little; together we can do so much. 

- Halen Keller
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Building an Afghan Community House

is an important step in the

preservation of our Afghan culture.

Many activities and programs would

be undertaken, and has many social

and educational benefits as we aim: 

 

to advance education, knowledge

and culture;  

to facilitate cultural and traditional

ceremonies;

to provide facilities in the interests

of social welfare; and

to provide facilities for recreation,

musical event/celebration,

performing art

to preserve and promote

community traditional crafts and

linguistic art

 

This dream can not become a reality

without the support of the community

and after numerous fundraising events

throughout the past 2 years, we were

able to receive a promising pledge

from members. This pledge however,

was not fulfilled by many members of

the community, with some members

taking back their initial donation.   

 

Our current budget for

the Afghan Community

House is: $17300.71. 

It is these community members who are

committed to fulfilling their pledge and

aim to see the community house built: 

 Our top 5 donors include:

 

Dr Rashid Mohmood and family 

Mr Zarif Azami and family 

Mr Rahim Panah and family 

Mr Naiem Sujad and family 

Mr Ghayoor Lateef and family 

 

As there is limited financial investment

from the Afghan community to build the

community centre, we ought to address

the aims of what could have been

achieved by the hall, through another

avenue. This project is yet to be

developed. 

COMMUNITY CENTRE



Financial Sector

BALANCE OF 30TH JUNE 2019 $9863 .29  

BALANCE OF 30TH JUNE 2018 $10 ,614 .40  

Account Balance


